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An exploration of the cultural impact of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings, the Pieta? of music, and its
enigmatic composer--in celebration of the centenary of his birth. "Whenever the American dream suffers a
catastrophic setback, Barber's Adagio plays on the radio."--Alex Ross, author of The Rest is Noise

In the first book ever to explore Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings, music and literary critic Thomas Larson
tells the story of the prodigal composer and his seminal masterpiece: from its composition in 1936, when
Barber was just twenty-six, to its orchestral premiere two years later, led by the great Arturo Toscanini, and
its fascinating history as America's secular hymn for grieving our dead. Older Americans know Adagio from
the funerals and memorials for Presidents Roosevelt and Kennedy, Albert Einstein, and Grace Kelly.
Younger Americans recall the work as the antiwar theme of the movie Platoon. Still others treasure the piece
in its choral version under the name Agnus Dei. More recently, mourners heard Adagio played as a memorial
to the victims of the 9/11 attacks. Barber's Adagio is truly the saddest music ever written, enrapturing
listeners with its lyric beauty as few laments have.

The Adagio's sonorous intensity also speaks of the turbulent inner life of its composer, Samuel Barber
(1910-1981), a melancholic who, in later years, descended into alcoholism and severe depression. Part
biography, part cultural history, part memoir, The Saddest Music Ever Written captures the deep emotion
Barber's great elegy has stirred throughout the world during its seventy-five-year history, becoming an icon
of our national soul.
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From reader reviews:

Charles English:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book The Saddest Music Ever Written: The Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for
Strings it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book provides high quality.

James Jackson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is definitely The Saddest Music Ever Written: The Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for
Strings.

Cameron Rodriquez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Saddest Music Ever Written: The Story of Samuel
Barber's Adagio for Strings why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Lori Suda:

The book untitled The Saddest Music Ever Written: The Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings contain
a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also



order it. Have a nice read.
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