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From Captain John Smith's description of his visit to a native village in 1608 to Major Carrie Acree's letter
from Iraq in 2004, American Christmases offers firsthand impressions of the Christmas season as told in
letters, journals, memoirs, newspaper articles, poems, songs, and advertisements.

Passages from well-known people include Daniel Boone describing his Christmas as an Indian captive in
1769; George Washington begging for congressional assistance for his starving Continental Army troops at
Christmas in 1777; F. W. Woolworth conveying how he guessed wrong about the popularity of German
Christmas tree ornaments; Helen Keller experiencing her first Christmas with teacher Anne Sullivan in 1887;
Edith Wharton writing about a 1905 Christmas party at George Vanderbilt's North Carolina estate; and
Secret Service agent Edmund Starling telling about President Woodrow Wilson's secret Christmas
honeymoon.

However, some of the most moving entries come from ordinary people. Kate Cumming of Mobile, Alabama,
writes of the Christmas she spent in 1862 with the Confederate Army of Tennessee's medical service. Hinda
Satt, whose Jewish family emigrated from Poland, describes her first Christmas party at Jane Addams's Hull
House in Chicago. Inez McDonald, who served with the Army Nurse Corps, tells of a treasured handmade
Christmas card she kept during her imprisonment in a Bataan internment camp in 1943. Father Paul
O'Connor, a Jesuit missionary in Alaska, remembers a special Christmas gift he gave to an "Eskimo lass of
ten" in 1945. Army Specialist Don Odom describes a surreal experience in the Saudi Arabian desert during
Operation Desert Storm at Christmas in 1990.

By reading these 250 entries, you'll see how the role of Santa Claus has changed through the centuries, how
the Christmas tree became a symbol of the season, and how America's celebration of Christmas has evolved
over 400 years.
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From reader reviews:

Lonnie Bowers:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve American Christmases:
Firsthand Accounts of Holiday Happenings from Early Days to Modern Times will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this
open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Bethel Stockton:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This American Christmases: Firsthand Accounts of Holiday Happenings from
Early Days to Modern Times book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with American Christmases: Firsthand Accounts
of Holiday Happenings from Early Days to Modern Times content conveys thinking easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So
, do you still thinking American Christmases: Firsthand Accounts of Holiday Happenings from Early Days to
Modern Times is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Robert Hollinger:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book American Christmases: Firsthand Accounts
of Holiday Happenings from Early Days to Modern Times it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Robert Wilkerson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been ride on
and with addition associated with. Even you love American Christmases: Firsthand Accounts of Holiday



Happenings from Early Days to Modern Times, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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