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‘An Antarctic Mystery’ (French: ‘Le Sphinx des glaces, The Sphinx of the Ice Fields'), is an 1897 adventure
novel by Jules Verne and is aresponse to Edgar Allan Poe's 1838 novel ‘ The Narrative of Arthur Gordon
Pym of Nantucket.’ It follows the adventures of the narrator and his journey from the Kerguelen Islands
aboard the Halbrane. Neither Poe nor Verne had actually visited the remote Kerguelen Idlands, in the south
Indian Ocean, but their works are some of the few literary (as opposed to exploratory) references to the
archipelago.

The story is set in 1839, eleven years after the eventsin * Arthur Gordon Pym,” one year after the publication
of that book. The narrator is awealthy American Jeorling, who has entertained himself with private studies
of the wildlife on the Kerguelen Islands and is now looking for a passage back to the USA. Halbrane is one
of thefirst shipsto arrive at Kerguelen, and its captain Len Guy somewhat reluctantly agrees to have Jeorling
as a passenger as far as Tristan da Cunha.

Underway, they meet a stray iceberg with a dead body on it, which turns out to be a sailor from a ship named
Jane. A note found with him indicates that he and several others including Jane's captain William Guy had
survived an assassination attempt and are still alive. Guy, who had talked to Jeorling earlier about the subject
of Pym, reveals himself to be the brother of William Guy. He decidesto try to come to the rescue of Jane's
crew. After taking on provisions on Tristan da Cunha and the Falklands, they head South with Jeorling still
on board. They also take aboard another mysterious sailor named Hunt who is eager to join the search for
undisclosed reasons.

Extraordinarily mild weather alows the Halbrane to make good progress, and they break the pack ice barrier,
which surrounds an ice-free Antarctic ocean, early in summer. They find first Bennet's islet, where Jane had
made a stop, and finally Tsalal. But theisland is completely devastated, apparently by a recent massive
earthquake, and deserted. They find lots of remains of Tsalal's natives, who apparently died long before the
earthquake, and the collar of Pym's dog, Tiger, but no trace of the Jane...

"[Jules Verng]'sfirst books, the shortest, ‘Around the World’ or ‘From the Earth tothe Moon,” are
still the best in my view. However, the works should be judged as a wholerather than in detail, and on
their resultsrather than their intrinsic quality. Over thelast forty years, they have had an influence
unequalled by any other books on the children of thisand every country in Europe. And theinfluence
has been good, in so far as can be judged today." (Léon Blum, L'Humanité, April 3, 1905).
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From reader reviews:
John Ashton;

In other case, little people like to read book An Antarctic Mystery. Y ou can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book An Antarctic
Mystery. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simpleissue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open abook or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let'slearn.

Sandy Holiday:

This An Antarctic Mystery usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The reason why of this An Antarctic Mystery can be among the great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock
your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this An Antarctic Mystery forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day activity. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Rolanda Parker:

Why? Because this An Antarctic Mystery is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you
to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of advantages than the other book
have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So, still want to delay
having that book? If | had been you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Harrison Bowman:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking An Antarctic Mystery that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine al over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comesto the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So, for al of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
could pick An Antarctic Mystery become your own personal starter.
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