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He was sent from Spain on a religious crusade to Mexico to “detect the sickness of idolatry,” but Bernardino
de Sahagún (c. 1499-1590) instead became the first anthropologist of the New World. The Franciscan monk
developed a deep appreciation for Aztec culture and the Nahuatl language. In this biography, Miguel León-
Portilla presents the life story of a fascinating man who came to Mexico intent on changing the traditions and
cultures he encountered but instead ended up working to preserve them, even at the cost of persecution.

Sahagún was responsible for documenting numerous ancient texts and other native testimonies. He
persevered in his efforts to study the native Aztecs until he had developed his own research methodology,
becoming a pioneer of anthropology. Sahagún formed a school of Nahua scribes and labored with them for
more than sixty years to transcribe the pre-conquest language and culture of the Nahuas. His rich legacy, our
most comprehensive account of the Aztecs, is contained in his Primeros Memoriales (1561) and Historia
General de las Cosas de Nueva España (1577).

Near the end of his life at age 91, Sahagún became so protective of the Aztecs that when he died, his former
Indian students and many others felt deeply affected.

Translated into English by Mauricio J. Mixco, León-Portilla’s absorbing account presents Sahagún as a
complex individual–a man of his times yet a pioneer in many ways.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Pilon:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Bernardino de Sahagun: First Anthropologist
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Aaron Covington:

Why? Because this Bernardino de Sahagun: First Anthropologist is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Arnold Allison:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Bernardino de Sahagun: First Anthropologist
guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Bernardino de Sahagun: First Anthropologist as good
book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine
book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Debra Davin:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Bernardino de Sahagun: First Anthropologist was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Bernardino de Sahagun: First
Anthropologist has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading that will.
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