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Jackson's Sword is the initial volume in a monumental two-volume work that provides a sweeping
panoramic view of the U.S. Army and its officer corps from the War of 1812 to the War with Mexico, the
first such study in more than forty years. Watson's chronicle shows how the officer corps played a crucial
role in stabilizing the frontiers of a rapidly expanding nation, while gradually moving away from military
adventurism toward a professionalism subordinate to civilian authority.

Jackson's Sword explores problems of institutional instability, multiple loyalties, and insubordination as it
demonstrates how the officer corps often undermined-and sometimes supplanted-civilian authority with
regard to war-making and diplomacy on the frontier. Watson shows that army officers were often motivated
by regionalism and sectionalism, as well as antagonism toward Indians, Spaniards, and Britons. The resulting
belligerence incited them to invade Spanish Florida and Texas without authorization and to pursue military
solutions to complex intercultural and international dilemmas.

Watson focuses on the years when Andrew Jackson led the Division of the South—often contrary to orders
from his civilian superiors—examining his decade-long quasi-war with Spaniards and Indians along the
northern border of Florida. Watson explores differences between army attitudes toward the Texas and
Florida borders to explain why Spain ceded Florida but not Texas to the United States. He then examines the
army's shift to the western frontier of white settlement by focusing on expeditions to advance U.S. power up
the Missouri River and drive British influence from the Louisiana Purchase.

More than merely recounting campaigns and operations, Watson explores civil-military relations, officer
socialization, commissioning, resignations, and assignments, and sets these in the context of social, political,
economic, technological, military, and cultural changes during the early republic and the Age of Jackson. He
portrays officers as identifying with frontiersmen and southern farmers and lacking respect for civilian
authority and constitutional processes—but having little sympathy for civilian adventurers-and delves deeply
into primary sources that reveal what they thought, wrote, and did on the frontier.

As Watson shows, the army's work in the borderlands underscored divisions within as well as between
nations. Jackson's Sword captures an era on the eve of military professionalism to shed new light on the
military's role in the early republic.
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From reader reviews:

William Lyons:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Jackson's Sword: The Army Officer Corps on the American
Frontier, 1810-1821 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). Try to the actual book Jackson's Sword: The Army
Officer Corps on the American Frontier, 1810-1821 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) as your friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Summer McGaugh:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Jackson's Sword: The Army Officer
Corps on the American Frontier, 1810-1821 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). All type of book are you
able to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Myrtle McDonald:

This Jackson's Sword: The Army Officer Corps on the American Frontier, 1810-1821 (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Jackson's Sword: The Army
Officer Corps on the American Frontier, 1810-1821 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) without we realize
teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Jackson's Sword: The Army Officer Corps on the American Frontier, 1810-1821 (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Jackson's Sword: The Army Officer Corps on the
American Frontier, 1810-1821 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) having great arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Pearl Dyson:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of



books in the top collection in your reading list will be Jackson's Sword: The Army Officer Corps on the
American Frontier, 1810-1821 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this book you can
get many advantages.
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