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The Premise of Fidelity puts forward a new history of Japanese visuality through an examination of the
discourses and practices surrounding the nineteenth century transposition of "the real" in the decades before
photography was introduced. This intellectual history is informed by a careful examination of a network of
local scholars—from physicians to farmers to bureaucrats—known as Shohyaku-sha. In their archival
materials, these scholars used the term shashin (which would, years later, come to signify "photography" in
Japanese) in a wide variety of medical, botanical, and pictorial practices. These scholars pursued questions of
the relationship between what they observed and what they believed they knew, in the process investigating
scientific ideas and practices by obsessively naming and classifying, and then rendering through highly
accurate illustration, the objects of their study.

This book is an exploration of the process by which the Shohyaku-sha shaped the concept of shashin. As
such, it disrupts the dominant narratives of photography, art, and science in Japan, providing a prehistory of
Japanese photography that requires the accepted history of the discipline to be rewritten.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Belcher:

This book untitled The Premise of Fidelity: Science, Visuality, and Representing the Real in Nineteenth-
Century Japan to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve
from your list.

Ilene Venne:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Premise of Fidelity: Science, Visuality, and Representing the Real in Nineteenth-Century Japan, you could
tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
a publication.

Lillie Stein:

The particular book The Premise of Fidelity: Science, Visuality, and Representing the Real in Nineteenth-
Century Japan has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Clarence Cavins:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Premise of Fidelity: Science, Visuality, and Representing the Real in Nineteenth-Century Japan provide
you with a new experience in studying a book.
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