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Most theories of elections assume that voters and political actors are fully rational. While these formulations
produce many insights, they also generate anomalies--most famously, about turnout. The rise of behavioral
economics has posed new challenges to the premise of rationality. This groundbreaking book provides a
behavioral theory of elections based on the notion that all actors--politicians as well as voters--are only
boundedly rational. The theory posits learning via trial and error: actions that surpass an actor's aspiration
level are more likely to be used in the future, while those that fall short are less likely to be tried later.

Based on this idea of adaptation, the authors construct formal models of party competition, turnout, and
voters' choices of candidates. These models predict substantial turnout levels, voters sorting into parties, and
winning parties adopting centrist platforms. In multiparty elections, voters are able to coordinate vote
choices on majority-preferred candidates, while all candidates garner significant vote shares. Overall, the
behavioral theory and its models produce macroimplications consistent with the data on elections, and they
use plausible microassumptions about the cognitive capacities of politicians and voters. A computational
model accompanies the book and can be used as a tool for further research.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This A Behavioral Theory of Elections book is readable by simply you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated
with A Behavioral Theory of Elections content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you even now
thinking A Behavioral Theory of Elections is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

David Gehrke:

The experience that you get from A Behavioral Theory of Elections will be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but A Behavioral Theory of Elections giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the
idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having that A Behavioral Theory of Elections instantly.

Joseph Sutton:

The e-book with title A Behavioral Theory of Elections contains a lot of information that you can understand
it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Sandra Earnhardt:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking A Behavioral Theory of Elections that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
may pick A Behavioral Theory of Elections become your own personal starter.
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