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Beauty's Body is about how Art comes to wear afeminine face in the painting, poetry, and prose of British
aestheticism, and what it meansthat it wears that face—for art, for women, and for those who, a century
later, construct theories about aesthetics and gender.

The book argues that representations of femininity in aestheticist writing and works of art are not merely
incidental or decorative, but play an integral part in the cultural work of aestheticism. Aestheticism's
feminine figures help construct the category of "the aesthetic" and the concept of self-reflective, autonomous
art that goes along with it. Visually appealing and yet inaccessible, feminine figures also provide for a new
kind of relation to objects that makes possible advanced commodity culture. By looking at how femininity
functions as a system of signification in Victorian aestheticism, moreover, we can see the ways in which
much of our own theorizing about aesthetics unconsciously employs a similar system of signification to
manage, through disavowal and evasion, its own internal contradictions.

The book moves from the Pre-Raphaglite poetry of Christina Rossetti, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, and Algernon
Charles Swinburne, to the paintings of Rossetti, James Whistler, and Edward Burne-Jones, to the drawing
rooms of art collectors and the people of taste imagined by aestheticist experts like Charles Eastlake, to the
anti-aestheticist parodies that appear in George Du Maurier's Punch cartoons and Vernon Lee' s satirical Miss
Brown. It places Mary Elizabeth Haweiss' s beauty manuals alongside the praises of cosmetics in the work of
"decadent" writers like Aubrey Beardsley and Max Beerbohm.

In the process, the book maps out the ways in which the sign of femininity functions to hold aestheticism
together and manage the contradictions inherent in the claim to artistic autonomy in commodity culture.
Finally, Beauty's Body argues that aestheticist texts provide the critical tools for examining moments in the
work of twentieth-century Marxist theorists of the aesthetic—Peter Birger, Herbert Marcuse, Theodore
Adorno—moments in which femininity functions as the limit of theory, aestheticizing the ideas or
phenomena it touches and thus removing them from the realm of things that have to be accounted for or
explained.
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From reader reviews:
Stephen Bruns:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Beauty's Body: Femininity and Representation in
British Aestheticism. Try to make book Beauty's Body: Femininity and Representation in British
Aestheticism as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well
as knowledge with this book.

Jose German:

The book Beauty's Body: Femininity and Representation in British Aestheticism give you a sense of fegling
enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Beauty's Body: Femininity and Representation in British Aestheticism to be your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like start and read a publication Beauty's Body:
Femininity and Representation in British Aestheticism. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Stacy Knarr:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How alot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Beauty's Body: Femininity and
Representation in British Aestheticism book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Ryan Strausbaugh:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Beauty's Body: Femininity and Representation in British
Aestheticism, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind
of hang typeisit? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.
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