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There' s little doubt that most humans today are better off than their forebears. Stunningly so, the economist
and historian Deirdre McCloskey argues in the concluding volume of her trilogy celebrating the oft-derided
virtues of the bourgeoisie. The poorest of humanity, McCloskey shows, will soon be joining the comparative
riches of Japan and Sweden and Botswana.

Why? Most economists—from Adam Smith and Karl Marx to Thomas Piketty—say the Great Enrichment
since 1800 came from accumulated capital. McCloskey disagrees, fiercely. “Our riches,” she argues, “were
made not by piling brick on brick, bank balance on bank balance, but by piling ideaon idea.” Capital was
necessary, but so was the presence of oxygen. It was ideas, not matter, that drove “trade-tested betterment.”
Nor were institutions the drivers. The World Bank orthodoxy of “add institutions and stir” doesn’t work, and
didn't. McCloskey builds a powerful case for the initiating role of ideas—ideas for electric motors and free
elections, of course, but more deeply the bizarre and liberal ideas of equal liberty and dignity for ordinary
folk. Liberalism arose from theological and political revolutions in northwest Europe, yielding a unique
respect for betterment and its practitioners, and upending ancient hierarchies. Commoners were encouraged
to have a go, and the bourgeoisie took up the Bourgeois Deal, and we were all enriched.

Few economists or historians write like M cCloskey—her ability to invest the facts of economic history with
the urgency of anovel, or of aleading case at law, is unmatched. She summarizes modern economics and
modern economic history with verve and lucidity, yet sees through to the really big scientific conclusion. Not
matter, but ideas. Big books don’t come any more ambitious, or captivating, than Bourgeois Equality.
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From reader reviews:
Pamela Adair:

The book Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World will bring that you
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate theideais very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Bourgeois Equality:
How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Daniel Rhoads:

The reserve with title Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World has a
lot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Laurie Dunn:

Isit anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or
Ingtitutions, Enriched the World can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?

Corey Cook:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And aso you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
actually Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capita or Institutions, Enriched the World.
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