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To save precious centuries-old Arabic texts from Al Qaeda, a band of librarians in Timbuktu pulls off a
brazen heist worthy of Ocean s Eleven.
In the 1980s, a young adventurer and collector for a government library, Abdel Kader Haidara, journeyed
across the Sahara Desert and along the Niger River, tracking down and salvaging tens of thousands of
ancient Islamic and secular manuscripts that had fallen into obscurity. "The Bad-Ass Librarians of
Timbuktu" tells the incredible story of how Haidara, a mild-mannered archivist and historian from the
legendary city of Timbuktu, later became one of the world s greatest and most brazen smugglers.
In 2012, thousands of Al Qaeda militants from northwest Africa seized control of most of Mali, including
Timbuktu. They imposed Sharia law, chopped off the hands of accused thieves, stoned to death unmarried
couples, and threatened to destroy the great manuscripts. As the militants tightened their control over
Timbuktu, Haidara organized a dangerous operation to sneak all 350,000 volumes out of the city to the safety
of southern Mali.
Over the past twenty years, journalist Joshua Hammer visited Timbuktu numerous times and is uniquely
qualified to tell the story of Haidara s heroic and ultimately successful effort to outwit Al Qaeda and preserve
Mali s and the world s literary patrimony. Hammer explores the city s manuscript heritage and offers never-
before-reported details about the militants march into northwest Africa. But above all, "The Bad-Ass
Librarians of Timbuktu" is an inspiring account of the victory of art and literature over extremism."
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Cantrell:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Bad-Ass Librarians of
Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Arthur Lee:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts,
you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Shawn McDonald:

The book untitled The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious
Manuscripts is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book
of The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Mark Johnson:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have many
advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the book The
Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts we can
have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a
book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this
book The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts.
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