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How did Martin Luther King Jr's birthday become a national holiday? Why do we exchange presents on
Christmas and Chanukah? What do bunnies have to do with Easter? How did Earth Day become a global
holiday? These questions and more are answered in this fascinating exploration into the history and meaning
of holidays and rituals. Edited by Amitai Etzioni, one of the most influential social and political thinkers of
our time, this collection provides a compelling overview of the impact that holidays and rituals have on our
family and communal life. From community solidarity to ethnic relations to religious traditions, We Are
What We Celebrate argues that holidays such as Halloween, Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, New Y ear's Eve,
and Valentine's Day play an important role in reinforcing, and sometimes redefining, our values as a society.
The collection brings together classic and original essays that, for the first time, offer acomprehensive
overview and analysis of the important role such celebrations play in maintaining amoral order aswell asin
cementing family bonds, building community relations and creating national identity. The essays cover such
topics as the creation of Thanksgiving as a hational holiday; the importance of holidays for children; the
mainstreaming of Kwanzaa; and the controversy over Columbus Day celebrations. Compelling and often
surprising, thislook at holidays and rituals brings new meaning to not just the ways we celebrate but to what
those celebrations tell us about ourselves and our communities. Contributors: Theodore Caplow, Gary Cross,
Matthew Dennis, Amitai Etzioni, John R. Gillis, Ellen M. Litwicki, Diana Muir, Francesca Poll etta,
Elizabeth H. Pleck, David E. Proctor, Mary F. Whiteside, and Anna Day Wilde.
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From reader reviews:
Salvador Swain:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extratime, we
will say absolutely sure. Peopleis human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is usually We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and
Rituals.

Antoinette Lefebre:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying We Are What We Celebrate:
Understanding Holidays and Rituals that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for al you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding
Holidays and Rituals become your personal starter.

Virgil Santamaria:

This We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Ritualsis great reserve for you because the
content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Ritualsin your hand like
finding the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So, it is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

AnnaHart:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media Y ou can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. Itis
identified as of book We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Rituals. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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