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In its six-decade history, the German Federal Constitutional Court has become one of the most powerful and
influential constitutional tribunals in the world. It has played a central role in the establishment of liberalism,
democracy, and the rule of law in post-war West Germany, and it has been a model for constitutional
tribunals in many other nations. The Court stands virtually unchallenged as the most trusted institution of the
German state. Written as a complete history of the German Federal Constitutional Court from its founding in
1951 up into the twenty-first century, this book explores how the court became so powerful, and why so few
can resist its strength.

Founded in 1951, the Court took root in a pre-democratic political culture. The Court's earliest contributions
were to help establish liberal values and fundamental rights protection in the young Federal Republic. The
early Court also helped democratize West German politics by reinforcing rights of speech and information,
affirming the legitimacy of parliamentary opposition, and checking executive power. In time, as democratic
values took hold in the country at large, the Court's early role in nurturing liberalism and democracy led
many West Germans to view the Court not as a constraint on democracy, but as a bulwark of democracy's
preconditions. In later decades, the Court played a stabilizing role - mediating political conflicts and
integrating societal forces. Citizens disenchanted with partisan politics looked to the Court as a guardian of
enduring values and a source of moral legitimacy.

Through a comprehensive narrative of the Court's remarkable rise and careful analysis of its periodic crises,
the work carefully dissects the success of the Court, presenting not only a traditional work of legal history,
but a public history - both political and societal - as well as a doctrinal and jurisprudential account.
Structured around the Court's major decisions from 1951 to 2001, the book examines popular and political
reactions to those decisions, drawing heavily on newspaper accounts of major judgments and material from
the archives of individual politicians and judges. The result is an impressive case study of the global
phenomenon of constitutional justice.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Miller:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Democracy's Guardians: A
History of the German Federal Constitutional Court, 1951-2001. All type of book can you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Judy Finley:

Often the book Democracy's Guardians: A History of the German Federal Constitutional Court, 1951-2001
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Democracy's
Guardians: A History of the German Federal Constitutional Court, 1951-2001 is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Henry Buford:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Democracy's Guardians: A History of the German Federal Constitutional Court, 1951-2001 the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Democracy's Guardians: A History of
the German Federal Constitutional Court, 1951-2001 giving you a different experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Micheal Goggin:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work the following
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Democracy's Guardians: A History of the German Federal
Constitutional Court, 1951-2001 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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