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The movement known as neorealism lasted seven years, generated only twenty-one films, failed at the box
office, and fell short of its didactic and aesthetic aspirations. Yet it exerted such a profound influence on
Italian cinema that all the best postwar directors had to come to terms with it, whether in seeming imitation
(the early Olmi), in commercial exploitation (the middle Comencini) or in ostensible rejection (the recent
Tavianis). Despite the reactionary pressures of the marketplace and the highly personalized visions of Fellini,
Antonioni. And Visconti, Italian cinema has maintained its moral commitment to use the medium in socially
responsible ways--if not to change the world, as the first neorealists hoped, then at least to move filmgoers to
face the pressing economic, political, and human problems in their midst. From Rossellini's Open City
(1945) to the Taviani brothers' Night of the Shooting Stars (1982). The author does close readings of
seventeen films that tell the story of neorealism's evolving influence on Italian postwar cinematic expression.

Other films discussed are De Sica's Bicycle Thief and Umberto D. De Santis's Bitter Rice, Comencini's
Bread, Love, and Fantasy, Fellini's La strada, Visconti's Senso, Antonioni's Red Desert, Olmi's Il Posto,
Germi's Seduced and Abandoned, Pasolini's Teorema, Petri's Investigation of a Citizen above Suspicion,
Bertolucci's The Conformist, Rosi's Christ Stopped at Eboli, and Wertmuller's Love and Anarchy, Scola's We
All Loved Each Other So Much provides the occasion for the author's own retrospective consideration of how
Italian cinema has fulfilled, or disappointed, the promise of neorealism.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Italian Film in the
Light of Neorealism? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Marni Elliott:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Italian Film in the Light of
Neorealism book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Ruth Morefield:

Precisely why? Because this Italian Film in the Light of Neorealism is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot
of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

James Wood:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book
that need more time to be go through. Italian Film in the Light of Neorealism can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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