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On a quiet day in 1858, two desperate men hijack  a schooner from the Marblehead, Massachusetts harbor.
Trapped aboard his grandfather’s boat is fifteen-year-old Luke Constance. He is a normal kid who plays
pranks on the townsfolk and has a crush on Agatha, his classmate. But Luke is not ordinary—very well
versed himself, he reads aloud to workers in small, local shoemaking shops. And he knows more about
sailing schooners than most seasoned seamen. Told by Luke with wry humor and a teenager’s sense of fun,
this extraordinary adventure confronts the sea’s wrath and men’s foibles and the violent rage of both. In the
end, Luke needs every bit of his wit, learning, and resourcefulness to survive.

KIRKUS REVIEWS
www.kirkusreviews.com

A heartwarming adventure tale about sailing, boyhood and 1850s America.

Ruddle’s debut novel centers on Luke Constance, a plucky young boy living in Marblehead, Massachusetts,
in 1858. Luke, an extremely precocious and well-read 15-year-old kid, lost both of his parents years ago, so
he lives with his grandparents Mike and Ellen. Mike owns and runs a business on a boat, the Mary
Constance, and the book’s early chapters chronicle entertaining tales of Luke working and playing on it.
There are also charming stories of Luke’s everyday life in Marblehead, including mischief involving teachers
at his school and neighbors in town. The plot picks up after Luke falls asleep on the Mary Constance, waking
just as two crooks hijack the boat and sail it out to sea. After he’s discovered, Luke must figure out how to
keep himself and the crooks alive, as the hijackers’ sailing knowledge is limited and the New England waters
and weather are anything but predictable. In this heartwarming tale about growing up in New England in the
mid-19th century, Ruddle includes plenty of interesting information about the sea and the colorful people
who work on it: “The fellows out on the fishing boats believe stuff that can make you roll your eyes. Like if
you get a hook in your finger, you should stick the hook in something—a rail or mast, maybe—because that
will heal your finger quicker.” It’s also packed full of historical information, which the author weaves
seamlessly into the narrative; at one point, for example, Luke talks about national strife and the just-invented
telegraph: “You could work that telegraph until the wires started to smoke, and it wouldn’t make folks love
each other.”

An educational, engaging story about 19th-century New England that’s particularly suited for readers
passionate about sailing.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jones:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled My Name is
Luke? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Barbara Gunter:

This My Name is Luke are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this My Name is Luke can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this My Name is Luke giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Salvatore Anthony:

The reason why? Because this My Name is Luke is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want
to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

William Burmeister:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication My Name is Luke was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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