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A guide to the practice of contemplation as a living mystical pursuit

• Introduces six stages of mystical contemplation to break the habits and reflexes of the ordinary mind and
expose the awakening ground from which meaning arises

• Each stage is illustrated by original art that elaborates the stage’s main tendency, kabbalistic implications,
and symbolic functioning

• Draws upon the 13th-century kabbalistic text The Fountain of Wisdom, 17th-century alchemical texts, and
writings of Isaac the Blind and other masters

Contemplation begins with intellectual understanding. As contemplation deepens, the mind shifts from the
accumulation of data to the unfolding of direct gnostic apprehension. This dissolves the idea that outer and
inner or personal and cosmic distinctions exist, allowing phenomena to return to its basis as a single,
uninterrupted continuum. As the mind becomes dwarfed by the sheer immensity of this vast wholeness, the
character of meaning begins to change. Meaning’s fullness shapes the mind rather than the mind’s reflexes
and habits shaping meaning. Meaning passes beyond the experiences that an individual uses to define
themselves in the world, yet it arises nowhere else but from those experiences. This is the paradox of gnostic
awakening.

Offering a step-by-step guide to the practice of mystical contemplation and direct ecstatic revelation, David
Chaim Smith explores how to ride the razor’s edge of the paradox of gnostic awakening and coax the mind
from the sleep of habituation into nonconceptual gnosis. He sets the process within the symbology of the
kabbalah, introducing six stages or gates of contemplation, each illustrated by original works of art that
elaborate the stage’s main tendency, kabbalistic implications, and symbolic functioning.

Drawing upon the 13th-century kabbalistic text The Fountain of Wisdom, 17th-century alchemical texts, and
writings of Isaac the Blind and other kabbalistic masters, the author reveals how meaning never remains
static--its nature is to move, transmit, and display--yet its precious potential becomes buried under layers of
mental constructs. He explains how the mind’s habits and reflexes impose structures of containment to make
sense out of phenomena, but these very structures obscure the essential nature of all phenomena. Smith’s
experiential path to gnostic awakening reveals how, in the wake of the lesser concerns of the contained mind,
the primordial purity of creativity shines, great resonances of poetic beauty arise spontaneously, and a
sensibility of wonder, awe, and delight is cultivated.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Wallace:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Awakening Ground:
A Guide to Contemplative Mysticism book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jerry Bates:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Awakening Ground: A Guide to
Contemplative Mysticism book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Awakening Ground: A Guide to
Contemplative Mysticism as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Robert Hansen:

This The Awakening Ground: A Guide to Contemplative Mysticism is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Awakening Ground: A Guide to Contemplative Mysticism in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world
within ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Shaun Sae:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
your account is The Awakening Ground: A Guide to Contemplative Mysticism this guide consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown



up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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