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From the best-selling author of The Professor and the Madman, The Map That Changed the World, and
Krakatoa comes atruly wonderful celebration of the English language and of its unrivaled treasure house,
the Oxford English Dictionary.

Writing with marvelous brio, Winchester first serves up alightning history of the English language--"so vast,
so sprawling, so wonderfully unwieldy"--and pays homage to the great dictionary makers, from "the
irredeemably famous' Samuel Johnson to the "short, pale, smug and boastful" schoolmaster from New
Hartford, Noah Webster. He then turns his unmatched talent for story-telling to the making of this most
venerable of dictionaries. In this fast-paced narrative, the reader will discover lively portraits of such key
figures as the brilliant but tubercular first editor Herbert Coleridge (grandson of the poet), the colorful,
boisterous Frederick Furnivall (who left the project in a shambles), and James Augustus Henry Murray, who
spent a half-century bringing the project to fruition. Winchester lovingly describes the nuts-and-bolts of
dictionary making--how unexpectedly tricky the dictionary entry for marzpan was, or how fraternity turned
out so much longer and monkey so much more ancient than anticipated--and how bondmaid was left out
completely, its dips found lurking under a pile of books long after the B-volume had gone to press. We visit
the ugly corrugated iron structure that Murray grandly dubbed the Scriptorium--the Scrippy or the Shed, as
locals called it--and meet some of the legion of volunteers, from Fitzedward Hall, a bitter hermit obsessively
devoted to the OED, to W. C. Minor, whose story is one of dangerous madness, ineluctable sadness, and
ultimate redemption.

The Meaning of Everything is a scintillating account of the creation of the greatest monument ever erected to
aliving language. Simon Winchester's supple, vigorous prose illuminates this dauntingly ambitious project--
a seventy-year odyssey to create the grandfather of all word-books, the world's unrivalled uber-dictionary.
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From reader reviews:
Jesse Nance:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well asread a book alowed The
Meaning of Everything: The Story of the Oxford English Dictionary? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You aready know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Peggy Ross:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
whileisreading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to
stand up than other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Meaning of
Everything: The Story of the Oxford English Dictionary book as basic and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Diana Rush:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which oneis suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take The Meaning of Everything: The Story of the Oxford English Dictionary
as your daily resource information.

Patti Wooden:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Meaning of
Everything: The Story of the Oxford English Dictionary which is having the e-book version. So, try out this
book? Let's see.
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