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The House of Twenty Thousand Books is the story of Chimen Abramsky, an extraordinary polymath and
bibliophile who amassed a vast collection of socialist literature and Jewish history. For more than 50 years,
Chimen and his wife, Miriam, hosted epic gatherings in their house of books that brought together many of
the age's greatest thinkers.

The atheist son of one of the century's most important rabbis, Chimen was born in 1916 near Minsk, spent
his early teenage yearsin Moscow while his father served timein a Siberian labor camp for religious
proselytizing, and then immigrated to London, where he discovered the writings of Karl Marx and became
involved in left-wing politics. He briefly attended the newly established Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
until World War |1 interrupted his studies.

Back in England, he married, and for many years he and Miriam ran a respected Jewish bookshop in
London's East End. When the Nazis invaded Russiain June 1941, Chimen joined the Communist Party,
becoming aleading figure in the party's National Jewish Committee. He remained a member until 1958,
when, shockingly late in the day, he finally acknowledged the atrocities committed by Stalin. In middle age,
Chimen reinvented himself once more, thistime as aliberal thinker, humanist, professor, and manuscript
expert for Sotheby's auction house.

Journalist Sasha Abramsky re-creates here alost world, bringing to life the people, the books, and the ideas
that filled his grandparents house, from gatherings that included Eric Hobsbawm and Isaiah Berlin to books
with Marx's handwritten notes, William Morris manuscripts and woodcuts, an early 16th-century Bomberg
Bible, and afirst edition of Descartes Meditations. The House of Twenty Thousand Books is a wondrous
journey through our times, from the vanished worlds of Eastern European Jewry to the cacophonous politics
of modernity.
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From reader reviews:
Beverly Brown:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The House of Twenty Thousand Books.

Juan Reynolds:

The book untitled The House of Twenty Thousand Books contain alot of information on it. The writer
explains your girlfriend ideawith easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have anice learn.

Elaine Rochelle:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you

know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The House of
Twenty Thousand Books.

Christi Shoup:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading areserve. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The House of Twenty Thousand
Books to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading expertiseis
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the impression about book and reading especialy. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book The House of Twenty Thousand Books can to be
anewly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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