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Because of their spectacular, naturalistic pictures of plants and the human body, Leonhart Fuchs’s De
historia stirpium and Andreas Vesalius’s De humani corporis fabrica are landmark publications in the
history of the printed book. But as Picturing the Book of Nature makes clear, they do more than bear witness
to the development of book publishing during the Renaissance and to the prominence attained by the fields
of medical botany and anatomy in European medicine. Sachiko Kusukawa examines these texts, as well as
Conrad Gessner’s unpublished Historia plantarum, and demonstrates how their illustrations were integral to
the emergence of a new type of argument during this period—a visual argument for the scientific study of
nature.

 
To set the stage, Kusukawa begins with a survey of the technical, financial, artistic, and political conditions
that governed the production of printed books during the Renaissance. It was during the first half of the
sixteenth century that learned authors began using images in their research and writing, but because the
technology was so new, there was a great deal of variety of thought—and often disagreement—about exactly
what images could do: how they should be used, what degree of authority should be attributed to them,
which graphic elements were bearers of that authority, and what sorts of truths images could and did encode.
Kusukawa investigates the works of Fuchs, Gessner, and Vesalius in light of these debates, scrutinizing the
scientists’ treatment of illustrations and tracing their motivation for including them in their works. What
results is a fascinating and original study of the visual dimension of scientific knowledge in the sixteenth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Coffman:

This Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and
Medical Botany book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and
Medical Botany without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-
Century Human Anatomy and Medical Botany can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space
or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and
Medical Botany having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Cary Barrett:

This Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and
Medical Botany are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main
reason of this Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human
Anatomy and Medical Botany can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text, and
Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and Medical Botany giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Alice Rodriguez:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century
Human Anatomy and Medical Botany why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.



Pandora Rice:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Picturing the Book of Nature:
Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and Medical Botany is simple to deliver
you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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