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Social behavior occurs in some of the smallest animals as well as some the largest, and the transition from
solitary life to sociality is an unsolved evolutionary mystery. In The Evolution of Social Wasps, James H.
Hunt examines social behavior in a single lineage of insects, wasps of the family Vespidae. He presents
empirical knowledge of social wasps from two approaches, one that focuses on phylogeny and life history
and one that focuses on individual ontogeny, colony development, and population dynamics. He also
provides an extensive summary of the existing literature while demonstrating how it can be clouded by
theory. Hunt's fresh approach to the conflicting literature on sociality highlights how oft repeated models can
become fixed in the thinking of the scientific community. Instead, Hunt presents a mechanistic scenario for
the evolution of sociality in wasps that changes our perspective on kin selection, the paradigm that has
dominated thinking about social evolution since the 1970s. This innovative new model integrates life history,
nutrition, fitness and ecology in which social insect biologists will find a rich storehouse of ideas and
information, and behavioral ecologists will find a bracing challenge to long accepted models. Engagingly
written, bold, and provocative, The Evolution of Social Wasps marks a milestone in our understanding of one
of lifes major evolutionary transitions - the origin of social behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Evolution of Social Wasps suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The
actual book untitled The Evolution of Social Waspsis the main one of several books that everyone read now.
This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that
you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Kim Bogdan:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Evolution of Social
Wasps which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Arlene Farmer:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and The Evolution of Social Wasps or maybe others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Evolution of
Social Wasps to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Yolanda Powers:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Evolution of Social Wasps to make
your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try
to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is
to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The
Evolution of Social Wasps can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of this time.
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