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The conventional wisdom about historical memory is summed up in George Santayana’s celebrated phrase,
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” Today, the consensus that it is moral to
remember, immoral to forget, is nearly absolute. And yet is this right?

David Rieff, an independent writer who has reported on bloody conflicts in Africa, the Balkans, and Central
Asia, insists that things are not so simple. He poses hard questions about whether remembrance ever truly
has, or indeed ever could, “inoculate” the present against repeating the crimes of the past. He argues that
rubbing raw historical wounds—whether self-inflicted or imposed by outside forces—neither remedies
injustice nor confers reconciliation. If he is right, then historical memory is not a moral imperative but rather
a moral option—sometimes called for, sometimes not. Collective remembrance can be toxic. Sometimes,
Rieff concludes, it may be more moral to forget.
 
Ranging widely across some of the defining conflicts of modern times—the Irish Troubles and the Easter
Uprising of 1916, the white settlement of Australia, the American Civil War, the Balkan wars, the Holocaust,
and 9/11—Rieff presents a pellucid examination of the uses and abuses of historical memory. His
contentious, brilliant, and elegant essay is an indispensable work of moral philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

Precisely why? Because this In Praise of Forgetting: Historical Memory and Its Ironies is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Kenneth Tillman:

In Praise of Forgetting: Historical Memory and Its Ironies can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing In Praise of Forgetting:
Historical Memory and Its Ironies but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you
into new stage of crucial thinking.

Lowell Oliver:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. In Praise of Forgetting: Historical Memory and Its Ironies can be your answer given it
can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Ryan Maggard:

Beside this In Praise of Forgetting: Historical Memory and Its Ironies in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have In Praise of Forgetting: Historical Memory and Its Ironies because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from
currently!
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