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When did the West discover Chinese healing traditions? Most people might point to the "rediscovery" of
Chinese acupuncture in the 1970s. In Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts, Linda Barnes leads us back,
instead, to the thirteenth century to uncover the story of the West's earliest known encounters with Chinese
understandings of illness and healing. As Westerners struggled to understand new peoples unfamiliar to
them, how did they make sense of equally unfamiliar concepts and practices of healing? Barnes traces this
story through the mid-nineteenth century, in both Europe and, eventually, the United States. She has
unearthed numerous examples of Western missionaries, merchants, diplomats, and physicians in China,
Europe, and America encountering and interpreting both Chinese people and their healing practices, and
sometimes adopting their own versions of these practices.

A medical anthropologist with a degree in comparative religion, Barnes illuminates the way constructions of
medicine, religion, race, and the body informed Westerners' understanding of the Chinese and their healing
traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts:
China, Healing, and the West to 1848 book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Maureen Jones:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts: China, Healing, and the West to
1848 can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Needles,
Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts: China, Healing, and the West to 1848.

Beverly Hummell:

You will get this Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts: China, Healing, and the West to 1848 by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.

Carla McFarlin:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts: China, Healing, and the West to 1848. You can add your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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