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Examining the evolution of kingship in the Ancient Near East from the time of the Sumerians to the rise of
the Seleucids in Babylon, this book argues that the Sumerian emphasis on the divine favour that the fertility
goddess and the Sun god bestowed upon the king should be understood metaphorically from the start and
that these metaphors survived in later historical periods, through popular literature including the Epic of
GilgameÅ¡ and the Enuma EliÅ¡. The authorâ€™s research shows that from the earliest times Near Eastern
kings and their scribes adapted these metaphors to promote royal legitimacy in accordance with legendary
exempla that highlighted the role of the king as the establisher of order and civilization. As another
GilgameÅ¡ and, later, as a pious servant of Marduk, the king renewed divine favour for his subjects, enabling
them to share the â€˜Garden of the Godsâ€™. Seleucus and Antiochus found these cultural ideas, as they had
evolved in the first millennium BCE, extremely useful in their efforts to establish their dynasty at Babylon.
Far from playing down cultural differences, the book considers the ideological agendas of ancient Near
Eastern empires as having been shaped mainly by class- rather than race-minded elites.
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From reader reviews:

William Prentice:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of In
the Garden of the Gods: Models of Kingship from the Sumerians to the Seleucids book as basic and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Nicholas Buchanan:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the information
or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this In the Garden of the
Gods: Models of Kingship from the Sumerians to the Seleucids, it is possible to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Rebecca Dryden:

This In the Garden of the Gods: Models of Kingship from the Sumerians to the Seleucids is completely new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in
reading this In the Garden of the Gods: Models of Kingship from the Sumerians to the Seleucids can be the
light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading
a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

James Floyd:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book In the Garden of the Gods: Models of Kingship from
the Sumerians to the Seleucids to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to



open up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide In the Garden of the Gods: Models of Kingship from the
Sumerians to the Seleucids can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of their time.
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