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How free is the speech of someone who can't be heard? Not very--and this, Owen Fiss suggests, is where the
First Amendment comes in. In this book, a marvel of conciseness and eloquence, Fiss reframes the debate
over free speech to reflect the First Amendment's role in ensuring public debate that is, in Justice William
Brennan's words, truly "uninhibited, robust, and wide-open."

Hate speech, pornography, campaign spending, funding for the arts: the heated, often overheated, struggle
over these issues generally pits liberty, as embodied in the First Amendment, against equality, as in the
Fourteenth. Fiss presents a democratic view of the First Amendment that transcends this opposition. If equal
participation is a precondition of free and open public debate, then the First Amendment encompasses the
values of both equality and liberty.

By examining the silencing effects of speech--its power to overwhelm and intimidate the underfunded,
underrepresented, or disadvantaged voice--Fiss shows how restrictions on political expenditures, hate
speech, and pornography can be defended in terms of the First Amendment, not despite it. Similarly, when
the state requires the media to air voices of opposition, or funds art that presents controversial or challenging
points of view, it is doing its constitutional part to protect democratic self-rule from the aggregations of
private power that threaten it.

Where most liberal accounts cast the state as the enemy of freedom and the First Amendment as a restraint,
this one reminds us that the state can also be the friend of freedom, protecting and fostering speech that
might otherwise die unheard, depriving our democracy of the full range and richness of its expression.
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From reader reviews:

Leroy Ange:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Irony of Free Speech. Try to make the book The Irony of
Free Speech as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Michael Rahn:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
publication. The book The Irony of Free Speech it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Timothy Kahle:

This The Irony of Free Speech is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this The Irony of Free Speech can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books create
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Georgia Yorke:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Irony of Free Speech.
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