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Renato Beluche played many roles in the turbulent world of the nineteenth-century Caribbean. He was a
merchant sea captain as well as a successful Privateer. He was Simón Bolívar's favorite admiral as well as an
active partner in the affairs of the Laffite brothers. He fought both as a revolutionary and as a defender
against revolt. He was a patriot in the eyes of eight American nations and a brigand in the eyes of England
and France.

In tracing the course of Beluche's chameleonlike career, this biography by Jane Lucas De Grummond gives
us a panoramic view of the complex affairs of the Caribbean during one of the most volatile periods in its
history. Renato Beluche is the product of the more than forty years that De Grummond has devoted to the
history of the United States, the Louisiana Gulf Coast, and Latin America. It draws together her knowledge
not only of Beluche's exploits but also of the wars, revolutions ,and treacherous allegiances that shaped the
development of the Caribbean.

Renato Beluche was born in New Orleans in 1780, the son of a recently emigrated Frenchman whose wig-
making business was a front for smuggling. In 1802 Beluche went to sea as a pilot's mate on the flagship of
the Spanish fleet, and by 1805 he was master of a merchant schooner. By this time, the Laffite brothers had
established a smuggling base at Grande Terre on the Louisiana coast. Flying the French flag, Beluche
captured Spanish and English ships and sent them to Grande Terre, Cartagena, and New Granada.

In 1813, Beluche became associated with the Venezuelan patriots who were rebelling against Spanish rule,
and with their leader, Simón Bolívar. Beluche would spend the next decade in the service of the Venezuelan
revolution, interrupted only by a brief period when he joined with Jean Laffite and the Baratarian smugglers
who had come to the aid of General Andrew Jackson during the British invasion of the Gulf Coast.

After serving as an artillery commander beside Dominique You in the Battle of New Orleans, Beluche was
drawn back into the liberation of Venezuela. He participated in the Aux Cayes Expedition, the Battle of Los
Frailes, the Battle of Lake Maracaibo, and the Siege of Puerto Cabello. In 1824, Beluche settled his family in
Puerto Cabello, and after independence was finally won, he worked as a coastal shipping captain.

In 1836 Beluche fought on the losing side of a rebellion against the Venezuelan government and was exiled
for nine years. He returned in 1845 and helped crush another revolt that raged from 1848 until 1850. For the
next decade he led an uncharacteristically quiet existence, and he died peacefully in Puerto Cabello in 1860.
Renator Beluche's vigorous career on the sea had taken him to nearly every corner of the Caribbean; he had
lived a life intertwined with the history of his world.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Renato Beluche: Smuggler, Privateer, and Patriot,
1780-1860 to read.

Francis Dawson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Renato Beluche: Smuggler,
Privateer, and Patriot, 1780-1860, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Charles Davis:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Renato Beluche: Smuggler, Privateer,
and Patriot, 1780-1860 can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Joseph Dolezal:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Renato Beluche: Smuggler, Privateer, and Patriot, 1780-1860 we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book
Renato Beluche: Smuggler, Privateer, and Patriot, 1780-1860. You can more attractive than now.
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