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American soul music of the 1960s is one of the most creative and influential musical forms of the twentieth
century. With its merging of gospel, R&B, country, and blues, soul music succeeded in crossing over from
African American culture into the general pop culture. Soul became the byword for the styles, attitudes, and
dreams of an entire era.

Female performers were responsible for some of the most enduring and powerful contributions to the genre.
All too frequently overlooked by the star-making critics, seven of these women are profiled in this book -
Maxine Brown, Ruby Johnson, Denise LaSalle, Bettye LaVette, Barbara Mason, Carla Thomas, and Timi
Yuro.

Getting started during the heyday of soul, each of these talented women had recording contracts and gave
live performances to appreciative audiences. Their careers can be tracked through the popularity of soul
during the 1960s and its decline in the 1970s. With humor, candor, pride, and honest recognition that their
careers did not surge into the mainstream and gain superstardom, they recount individual stories of how they
struggled for success.

Their oral histories as told to David Freeland address compelling issues, including racism and sexism within
the music industry. They discuss their grueling hardships on the road, their conflicts with male managers,
and the cutthroat competition in the recording business. As each singer examines her career with the author,
she reveals the dreams, hopes, and desires on which she has built her professional life. All seven face up to
the career swings, from the highs of releasing the first hit to the frustrating lows when the momentum stops.

Although the obstacles to stardom are heartbreaking, these singers are committed to their art. With
determination and style these seven have pressed onward with club appearances and recordings. They
survive through their savvy mix of talent, hubris, and honesty about their lives and their music.

David Freeland is an oral historian and artistic adviser of a performance series at Columbia University's
Miller Theatre. He has been a guest lecturer at Columbia's School for Social Work.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Jimenez:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Ladies of Soul (American Made
Music Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Amanda Chatham:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Ladies of Soul
(American Made Music Series) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The book untitled Ladies of Soul (American Made Music Series)is the one of several books which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Melody Grissom:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing video games
all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new book. It is really
fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to reading a guide.
The book Ladies of Soul (American Made Music Series) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from
the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Amy Rodriguez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Ladies of Soul (American Made Music
Series) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Ladies of Soul (American Made
Music Series) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't
assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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