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"Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness" is perhaps the most famous phrase of all in the American
Declaration of Independence. Thomas Jefferson's momentous words are closely related to the French concept
of "liberté, égalité, fraternityé"; and both ideas incarnate a notion of freedom as inalienable human right that
in the modern world we expect to take for granted. In the ancient world, by contrast, the concepts of freedom
and equality had little purchase. Athenians, Spartans and Romans all possessed slaves or helots (unfree
bondsmen), and society was unequal at every stratum. Why, then, if modern society abominates slavery,
does what antiquity thought about serfdom matter today?

Page duBois shows that slavery, far from being extinct, is alive and well in the contemporary era. Slaves are
associated not just with the Colosseum of ancient Rome, and films depicting ancient slaves, but also with
Californian labor factories and south Asian sweatshops, while young women and children appear
increasingly vulnerable to sexual trafficking. Juxtaposing such modern experiences of bondage (economic or
sexual) with slavery in antiquity, the author explores the writings on the subject of Aristotle, Plautus,
Terence and Aristophanes. She also examines the case of Spartacus, famous leader of a Roman slave
rebellion, and relates ancient notions of liberation to the all-too-common immigrant experience of
enslavement to a globalized world of rampant corporatism and exploitative capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Slavery: Antiquity and
Its Legacy (Ancients and Modern). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Gerald Warfield:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Slavery: Antiquity and Its
Legacy (Ancients and Modern) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

James Jackson:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top collection in your reading list is actually Slavery: Antiquity and Its Legacy (Ancients and Modern).
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Tia Rosario:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Slavery: Antiquity
and Its Legacy (Ancients and Modern).
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