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The human cost of the Gulag, the Soviet labor camp system in which millions of people were imprisoned
between 1920 and 1956, was staggering. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn and others after him have written movingly
about the Gulag, yet never has there been a thorough historical study of this unique and tragic episode in
Soviet history. This groundbreaking book presents the first comprehensive, historically accurate account of
the camp system. Russian historian Oleg Khlevniuk has mined the contents of extensive archives, including
long-suppressed state and Communist Party documents, to uncover the secrets of the Gulag and how it
became a central component of Soviet ideology and social policy.

Khlevniuk argues persuasively that the Stalinist penal camps created in the 1930s were essentially different
from previous camps. He shows that political motivations and paranoia about potential enemies contributed
no more to the expansion of the Gulag than the economic incentive of slave labor did. And he offers
powerful evidence that the Great Terror was planned centrally and targeted against particular categories of
the population. Khlevniuk makes a signal contribution to Soviet history with this exceptionally informed and
balanced view of the Gulag.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Khan:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The History of the Gulag: From Collectivization to the Great Terror
(Annals of Communism Series) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding The History of the Gulag: From
Collectivization to the Great Terror (Annals of Communism Series) content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
such as it. So , do you even now thinking The History of the Gulag: From Collectivization to the Great
Terror (Annals of Communism Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Rachel Kaufman:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The History of the Gulag: From Collectivization to the Great Terror (Annals of Communism Series), you
may tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

Candy Smith:

The publication untitled The History of the Gulag: From Collectivization to the Great Terror (Annals of
Communism Series) is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The History of the
Gulag: From Collectivization to the Great Terror (Annals of Communism Series) from the publisher to make
you considerably more enjoy free time.

Michael Major:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That The History of the Gulag: From Collectivization to the Great
Terror (Annals of Communism Series) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book
you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be



one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's
have The History of the Gulag: From Collectivization to the Great Terror (Annals of Communism Series).
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