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Did you know—

• It took more than an iceberg to sink the Titanic.
• The Challenger disaster was predicted.
• Unbreakable glass dinnerware had its origin in railroad lanterns.
• A football team cannot lose momentum.
• Mercury thermometers are prohibited on airplanes for a crucial reason.
• Kryptonite bicycle locks are easily broken.

“Things fall apart” is more than a poetic insight—it is a fundamental property of the physical world. Why
Things Break explores the fascinating question of what holds things together (for a while), what breaks them
apart, and why the answers have a direct bearing on our everyday lives.

When Mark Eberhart was growing up in the 1960s, he learned that splitting an atom leads to a terrible
explosion—which prompted him to worry that when he cut into a stick of butter, he would inadvertently
unleash a nuclear cataclysm. Years later, as a chemistry professor, he remembered this childhood fear when
he began to ponder the fact that we know more about how to split an atom than we do about how a pane of
glass breaks.

In Why Things Break, Eberhart leads us on a remarkable and entertaining exploration of all the cracks, clefts,
fissures, and faults examined in the field of materials science and the many astonishing discoveries that have
been made about everything from the explosion of the space shuttle Challenger to the crashing of your hard
drive. Understanding why things break is crucial to modern life on every level, from personal safety to
macroeconomics, but as Eberhart reveals here, it is also an area of cutting-edge science that is as provocative
as it is illuminating.

“An engaging personal account not just of the physics and chemistry of materials but of the ethics,
economics, and politics of innovation, with delightful bonuses on topics from the origins of ‘ghostly’ noises
in old houses to the amazing coevolution of armor and armor-piercing projectiles. If it ain’t broke, Mark
Eberhart can tell you why—and explain equally well why a shatterproof world remains beyond our reach.”
—Edward Tenner, author of Our Own Devices and Why Things Bite Back

“I don’t remember a book that has taught me so much, nor previously encountering a teacher like the
marvelous Mark Eberhart, who in Why Things Break provides enlightening and thoroughly captivating
scientific explanations of subjects ranging from the structural failures leading to the sinking of the Titanic to
everyday, no-less-fascinating topics such as the reason why, even at the same temperature, winter days
always seem so much colder in Boston than in Denver.”—Richard Restak, M.D., author of Mozart’s Brain
and The Fighter Pilot

“Eberhart brings his insights to the reader by weaving personal anecdotes—from his childhood fear that
cutting a stick of butter would release the energy of the atoms within to his arrival in Boston for an interview



with MIT without a suitable winter coat—into a fascinating discussion of the forces that hold atoms and
molecules together. A lively, unvarnished look at chemistry on the cutting edge.”
—Kirkus Reviews
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Chan:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Why Things Break: Understanding the
World By the Way It Comes Apart is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Shawn Croll:

The ability that you get from Why Things Break: Understanding the World By the Way It Comes Apart will
be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Why Things Break: Understanding the
World By the Way It Comes Apart giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Why Things Break: Understanding the World By the Way It Comes Apart instantly.

Robert Hutzler:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone.
Like Why Things Break: Understanding the World By the Way It Comes Apart which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Lisa Sullivan:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Why Things Break: Understanding the
World By the Way It Comes Apart to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and
study it. Beside that the book Why Things Break: Understanding the World By the Way It Comes Apart can
to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their
time.
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