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This book is a classic in the field of popular science. Standard reading since the 1930s, it is one of the few
historeis of chemistry to concentrate on the lives of the great chemists. Through these dramatic and human
stories, it gives an authoritative and entertaining account of the great discoveries and advances in this
scientific field. After many printings in three previous editions, this book has been newly revised by the
author for this fourth edition.
Beginning with Trevisan and his lifelong search for the "philosopher's stone," the author narrates the lives
and discoveries of such towering figures as Paracelsus and his chemical treatment of disease; Priestley
looking for phlogiston and finding oxygen and carbon dioxide, Lavoisier creating a new language of
chemistry; Dalton and his Atomic Theory; Avogadro and the idea of molecules, Mendeleeff arranging the
table of elements under his Periodic Law; the Curies isolating radium; Thomson discovering the electron;
Moseley and his Law of Atomic Numbers; Lawrence and the construction of the cyclotron; and more.
Probably the most dramatic chapter in the book, the account of the development of nuclear fission, ends the
story of chemistry at its most monumental achievement. A final chapter discusses some of the consequences
of nuclear fission, the discovery of nuclear fusion, and the recent work with subatomic particles.
Bernard Jaffe is the author of many other science books and several science textbooks. Upon the original
publication of this book, Mr. Jaffe received the Francis Bacon Award for the Humanizing of Knowledge.
The American Chemical Society's History of Chemistry Division honored him in 1973 with its Dexter
Award for "distinguished achievement in the history of chemistry."
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From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Crucibles: The Story of Chemistry from Ancient Alchemy to
Nuclear Fission. Try to make the book Crucibles: The Story of Chemistry from Ancient Alchemy to Nuclear
Fission as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Charles Alexander:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Crucibles: The Story of
Chemistry from Ancient Alchemy to Nuclear Fission. All type of book are you able to see on many methods.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Arthur Elsberry:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. Crucibles: The Story of Chemistry from Ancient Alchemy to Nuclear Fission can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Mary Brunner:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
for you is Crucibles: The Story of Chemistry from Ancient Alchemy to Nuclear Fission this guide consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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