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Richard Wagner continues to be the most controversial artist in history, a perpetually troubling figure in our
cultural consciousness. The unceasing debate over his works and their impact--for and against--is one reason
why there has been no genuinely comprehensive modern account of his musical dramas until now. Dieter
Borchmeyer's book is the first to present an overall picture of these musical dramas from the standpoint of
literary and theatrical history. It extends from the composer's early works--still largely ignored--to the Ring
Cycle and Parsifal, and includes Wagner's unfinished works and operas he never set to music. Through
lively prose, we come to see Wagner as a librettist--and as a man of letters--rather than primarily as musical
composer.

Borchmeyer uncovers a vast field of cultural and historical cross-references in Wagner's works. In the first
part of the book, he sets out in search of the various archetypal scenes, opening up the composer's dramatic
workshop to the reader. He covers all of Wagner's operas, from early juvenilia to the canonical later works.

The second part examines Wagner in relation to political figures including King Ludwig II and Bismarck,
and, importantly, in light of critical reactions by literary giants--Thomas Mann, whom Borchmeyer calls "a
guiding light in this exploration of the fields that Wagner tilled," and Nietzsche, whose appeal to "philology"
is a key source of inspiration in attempts to grapple with Wagner's works.

For more than twenty years, Borchmeyer has placed his scholarship at the service of the famed Bayreuth
Festival. With this volume, he gives us a summation of decades of engagement with the phenomenon of
Wagner and, at the same time, the result of an abiding critical passion for his works.
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From reader reviews:

Kelsey Dehart:

The particular book Drama and the World of Richard Wagner has a lot associated with on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Traci Farris:

Drama and the World of Richard Wagner can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Drama and
the World of Richard Wagner however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Susan Negri:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Drama and the World of Richard Wagner provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Thomas Moss:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This particular Drama and the World of Richard Wagner can give you a
lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Drama and the World of Richard Wagner.
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