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In his short, tumultuous life, Franz Schubert (1797-1828) produced an astonishing amount of music.
Symphonies, chamber music, opera, church music, and songs (more than 600 of them) poured forth in
profusion. His "Trout" Quintet, his "Unfinished" Symphony, the last three piano sonatas, and above all his
song cycles Die Schone Mullerin and Winterreise have come to be universally regarded as belonging to the
very greatest works of music? Who was the man who composed this amazing succession of masterpieces, so
many of which were either entirely ignored or regarded as failures during his lifetime? In this new
biography, Elizabeth McKay paints a vivid portrait of Schubert and his world. She explores his family
background, his education and musical upbringing, his friendships, and his brushes and flirtations with the
repressive authorities of Church and State. She discusses his experience of the arts, literature, and theater,
and his relations with the professional and amateur musical world of his day. She traces the way Schubert's
manic-depression became an increasingly significant influence in his life, responsible at least in part for
social inadequacies, professional ineptitude, and idiosyncrasies in his music. And she examines Schubert's
decline after he contracted syphilis, looking at its effect on his music and emotional life.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Hollander:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Franz Schubert: A
Biography (Clarendon Paperbacks) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Caleb Jones:

This Franz Schubert: A Biography (Clarendon Paperbacks) usually are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Franz Schubert: A Biography (Clarendon
Paperbacks) can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Franz Schubert: A Biography (Clarendon Paperbacks) forcing you to have
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Grace Seals:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The Franz Schubert: A Biography (Clarendon Paperbacks) will give you
new experience in studying a book.

Cherie Fidler:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually Franz Schubert: A Biography (Clarendon Paperbacks). This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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