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From 1855 until 1863, the Marsh Troupe of Juvenile Comedians, a professional acting company of
approximately thirty children, entertained audiences with their nuanced performances of adult roles on stages
around the globe. In Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe
of Juvenile Actors, author Shauna Vey provides an insightful account not only of this unique antebellum
stage troupe but also of contemporary theatre practices and the larger American culture, including shifts in
the definition of childhood itself.
 
Looking at the daily work lives of five members of the Marsh Troupe—the father and manager, Robert
Marsh, and four child performers, Mary Marsh, Alfred Stewart, Louise Arnot, and Georgie Marsh—Vey
reveals the realities of the antebellum theatre and American society: the rise of the nineteenth-century
impresario; the emerging societal constructions of girlhood and goodness; the realities of child labor;  the
decline of the apprenticeship model of actor training; shifts in gender roles and the status of working women;
and changes in the economic models of theatre production, including the development of the stock company
system.   
 
Both a microhistory of a professional theatre company and its juvenile players in the decade before the Civil
War and a larger narrative of cultural change in the United States, Childhood and Nineteenth-Century
American Theatre sheds light on how childhood was idealized both on and off the stage, how the role of the
child in society shifted in the nineteenth century, and the ways economic value and sentiment contributed to
how children were viewed.
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From reader reviews:

David Beall:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Childhood and Nineteenth-
Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe of Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas). All
type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Carmen Annunziata:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their can do
in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work
of the Marsh Troupe of Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas) to read.

Many Shirley:

The book untitled Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe of
Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of
literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Mary Moore:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh
Troupe of Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas) when you necessary it?
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