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By what narrow path is the ineffable silence of Zen cleft by the scratch of a pen? The distilled insights of
forty years, Norman Fischer’s Experience: Thinking, Writing, Language, and Religion is a collection of
essays by Zen master Fischer about experimental writing as a spiritual practice.
 
Raised in a Conservative Jewish family, Fischer embraced the twin practices of Zen Buddhism and
innovative poetics in San Francisco in the early 1970s. His work includes original poetry, descriptions of
Buddhist practice, translations of the Hebrew psalms, and eclectic writings on a range of topics from Homer
to Heidegger to Kabbalah. Both Buddhist priest and participant in avant-garde poetry’s Language movement,
Fischer has limned the fertile affinities and creative contradictions between Zen and writing, accumulating
four decades of rich insights he shares in Experience.
 
Fischer’s work has been deeply enriched through his collaborations with leading rabbis, poets, artists,
esteemed Zen Buddhist practitioners, Trappist monks, and renowned Buddhist leaders, among them the
Dalai Lama. Alone and with others, he has carried on a deep and sustained investigation into the intersection
of writing and consciousness as informed by meditation.
 
The essays in this artfully curated collection range across divers, fascinating topics such as time, the Heart
Sutra, God in the Hebrew psalms, the supreme “uselessness” of art making, “late work” as a category of
poetic appreciation, and the subtle and dubious notion of “religious experience.” From the theoretical to the
revealingly personal, Fischer’s essays, interviews, and notes point toward a dramatic expansion of the sense
of religious feeling in writing.
 
Readers who join Fischer on this path in Experience can discover how language is not a description of
experience, but rather an experience itself: shifting, indefinite, and essential.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this improve
your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you want
get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one together with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Experience: Thinking, Writing, Language, and
Religion (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Amanda Lara:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Experience: Thinking, Writing, Language, and Religion (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Billy Doyle:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Experience: Thinking, Writing, Language, and
Religion (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge.
In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Experience: Thinking, Writing, Language, and
Religion (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Donald Barber:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Experience: Thinking, Writing, Language, and Religion (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) when you
necessary it?
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