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In recent years a series of highly publicized controversies has focused attention on what are arguably the
sixteen most important words in the U.S. Constitution: "Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." The ongoing court battles over the
inclusion of the words "under God" in the Pledge of Allegiance, the now annual cultural quarrel over "Merry
Christmas" vs. "Happy Holidays," and the political promotion of "faith-based initiatives" to address social
problems?all reflect competing views of the meaning of the religious liberty clauses of the First Amendment.

Such disputes, as Bruce T. Murray shows, are nothing new. For more than two hundred years Americans
have disagreed about the proper role of religion in public life and where to draw the line between church and
state. In this book, he reexamines these debates and distills the volumes of commentary and case law they
have generated. He analyzes not only the changing contours of religious freedom but also the phenomenon of
American civil religion, grounded in the notion that the nation's purpose is sanctified by a higher
authority?an idea that can be traced back to the earliest New England colonists and remains deeply ingrained
in the American psyche.

Throughout the book, Murray connects past and present, tracing the historical roots of contemporary
controversies. He considers why it is that a country founded on the separation of church and state remains
singularly religious among nations, and concludes by showing how the Supreme Court's thinking about the
religious liberty clauses has evolved since the late eighteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Boucher:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Religious Liberty in America: The First Amendment in Historical and Contemporary
Perspective, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Gary Simms:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book Religious Liberty in America: The First Amendment in Historical
and Contemporary Perspective it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Ruth Morefield:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Religious Liberty in America: The
First Amendment in Historical and Contemporary Perspective that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all
of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Religious Liberty in America: The First
Amendment in Historical and Contemporary Perspective become your personal starter.

Richard Oneal:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Religious Liberty in America: The First
Amendment in Historical and Contemporary Perspective is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book,



you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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