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In 1739 China’s emperor authorized the publication of a medical text that included images of children with
smallpox to aid in the diagnosis and treatment of the disease. Those images made their way to Europe, where
they were interpreted as indicative of the ill health and medical backwardness of the Chinese. In the mid-
nineteenth century, the celebrated Cantonese painter Lam Qua collaborated with the American medical
missionary Peter Parker in the creation of portraits of Chinese patients with disfiguring pathologies, rendered
both before and after surgery. Europeans saw those portraits as evidence of Western medical prowess.
Within China, the visual idiom that the paintings established influenced the development of medical
photography. In The Afterlife of Images, Ari Larissa Heinrich investigates the creation and circulation of
Western medical discourses that linked ideas about disease to Chinese identity beginning in the eighteenth
century.

Combining literary studies, the history of science, and visual culture studies, Heinrich analyzes the rhetoric
and iconography through which medical missionaries transmitted to the West an image of China as “sick” or
“diseased.” He also examines the absorption of that image back into China through missionary activity,
through the earliest translations of Western medical texts into Chinese, and even through the literature of
Chinese nationalism. Heinrich argues that over time “scientific” Western representations of the Chinese body
and culture accumulated a host of secondary meanings, taking on an afterlife with lasting consequences for
conceptions of Chinese identity in China and beyond its borders.
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From reader reviews:

Shameka Nye:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case
but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Afterlife of
Images: Translating the Pathological Body between China and the West (Body, Commodity, Text) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Nicholas Poston:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Afterlife of Images: Translating the Pathological Body between China and the
West (Body, Commodity, Text) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You
will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Afterlife of Images:
Translating the Pathological Body between China and the West (Body, Commodity, Text) content conveys
prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Afterlife of Images: Translating the
Pathological Body between China and the West (Body, Commodity, Text) is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Marsha Gleason:

You can obtain this The Afterlife of Images: Translating the Pathological Body between China and the West
(Body, Commodity, Text) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Jerry Blair:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that



on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Afterlife of Images: Translating the Pathological Body between China and the West
(Body, Commodity, Text) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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