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Because of his love of gallows humor and his courage, I wanted to interview Kurt Vonnegut. Slaughterhouse
Five, his moving account of his survival of the bombing of Dresden in WWII, had left an indelible mark on
my consciousness. How he could retain his wit after suffering such a catastrophic event boggled my mind. I
wanted to question him about this. I wanted to know Vonnegut on a deeper level than turning pages in a
book. I wanted to quiz him about where he learned and earned his tenacity, his views on women, his
experiences in the military, his journey as a writer. I had known he respected Mailer's War book, The Naked
and the Dead, and had difficulty writing about his experiences in the slaughterhouse in Dresden because of
this. What freed his muse to be able to let go and let it rip on the page with the brilliance he affects in
Slaughterhouse Five?

I loved Breakfast of Champions and Vonnegut's signature of a felt tip India ink pen asterisk as Kilgore Trout,
his imaginary alter ego. Vonnegut's battle to gain respect from critics was something I wanted to ask him
about and why these critics gave him such a difficult time? Was it because he enjoyed laughing on the page
and at himself? With Vonnegut the conflict of literary and laughter reared its ugly head. His following by
collegiate youth is humongous, yet during his lifetime he had trouble maintaining respect in the literary
world. Today there is a resurgence and, deservedly so, an almost hero worship of his work and of him.

I found him to be humble, kind and handsome with his head of thick hair and penetrating gaze. His
friendship with Joe Heller reminded me of the Marx Brothers. Heller had Vonnegut's back and was equally
brave fighting his battle with Gillain-BarreSyndrom. Heller's black wit and Vonnegut's gallows humor
emulsify in my interview with them which is published in its entirety here. Playboy ran a portion, but this is
the unedited version. Enjoy meeting Kurt and Joe in my memoir.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Midkiff:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be My Friendship With Kurt Vonnegut and Joseph Heller
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist
you to pick up this book.

Victor Parisi:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This My Friendship With Kurt Vonnegut and Joseph
Heller can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Nancy Collins:

You will get this My Friendship With Kurt Vonnegut and Joseph Heller by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

Walter Pyle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims My Friendship With Kurt
Vonnegut and Joseph Heller.
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