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Roy Foster is one of the leaders of the iconoclastic generation of Irish historians. In this opinionated,
entertaining book he examines how the Irish have written, understood, used, and misused their history over
the past century.
Foster argues that, over the centuries, Irish experience itself has been turned into story. He examines how
and why the key moments of Ireland's past--the 1798 Rising, the Famine, the Celtic Revival, Easter 1916, the
Troubles--have been worked into narratives, drawing on Ireland's powerful oral culture, on elements of
myth, folklore, ghost stories and romance. The result of this constant reinterpretation is a shifting "Story of
Ireland," complete with plot, drama, suspense, and revelation.
Varied, surprising, and funny, the interlinked essays in The Irish Story examine the stories that people tell
each other in Ireland and why. Foster provides an unsparing view of the way Irish history is manipulated for
political ends and that Irish misfortunes are sentimentalized and packaged. He offers incisive readings of
writers from Standish O'Grady to Trollope and Bowen; dissects the Irish government's commemoration of
the 1798 uprising; and bitingly critiques the memoirs of Gerry Adams and Frank McCourt. Fittingly, as the
acclaimed biographer of Yeats, Foster explores the poet's complex understanding of the Irish story--"the
mystery play of devils and angels which we call our national history"--and warns of the dangers of turning
Ireland into a historical theme park.
The Irish Story will be hailed by some, attacked by others, but for all who care about Irish history and
literature, it will be essential reading.
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From reader reviews:

Jarred Chisolm:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Irish Story: Telling Tales and Making It Up in Ireland. Try to make
book The Irish Story: Telling Tales and Making It Up in Ireland as your close friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Anthony Brown:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Irish Story: Telling
Tales and Making It Up in Ireland is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robin Castillo:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Irish Story: Telling Tales and Making It Up in Ireland your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get just before. The The Irish Story: Telling Tales and Making It Up in Ireland
giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your
better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Raymond Littlefield:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Irish Story: Telling Tales and Making It Up in
Ireland can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Irish Story: Telling
Tales and Making It Up in Ireland.
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